November 12, 2007

Dear Parents,

Sixth grade math has begun a four-week unit on fractions.  Last week our math class took a pre-test to determine what concepts students already knew from fifth grade.  

Your child received an exceptional score on our fraction pretest, indicating he or she already has mastered most of the concepts we will be studying.  Therefore, as an alternative to the everyday lessons, there have been created several differentiated, enrichment activities designed to further enhance the basics of fractions that your child already comprehends.  This project is called “Cooking With Fractions”. It is a cookbook created to cover a wide variety of fraction concepts.  This activity is designed to reinforce the basics of fractions while allowing your child to explore, create, and apply.

Throughout our fractions unit, there will still be a number of activities that the entire class will complete together.  These include such things as our Fraction Design Project and several hands-on manipulatives.  In addition, if there was an area of weakness on the pre-test, I will ensure that the student is working with the rest of the class on that particular skill.

Your child will be expected to work independently some of the time on these projects.  Your child must be capable of working cooperatively with other students without disturbing the rest of the classroom.  Students who are unable to do this will lose the opportunity to do the enrichment activity.  As a whole, the amount of work necessary will be comparable to that of all other students.

Students working on the enrichment activity may still be required to take our normal tests (or portions of them) to ensure no skills are being left out.  Reviews for tests are always available at least two days in advance of our tests.  The enrichment activities will account for a large portion of the student’s grade on this particular unit.  


If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me at school.  We hope the project will enrich each student’s understanding of fractions while allowing them the freedom to discover, investigate, and create their own questions (as opposed to the teacher!)








Thank you,

                        Chris Underwood

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign and return to your child’s math teacher indicating that you are aware of this special project that your child will be working on over the next three weeks.

Parent Signature: ____________________________                       Date:___________

Student Signature: ___________________________                       Date:___________

