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Dear Mr. Underwood’s Math Parents,

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?

I am always looking for new ways to engage students in mathematics. This year I will be using Fantasy Football as a tool to get students excited about math. The inclusion of fantasy sports in learning environments has been shown to be a unique and effective method to teach mathematics. 

Fantasy sports are games in which students create fantasy teams by picking real-life professional athletes, who earn points based on their performances in their games. Students track their players’ statistics and compute points for their teams using algebraic or non-algebraic methods that complement the math skills they are learning. 

Students can follow their players in newspapers, online, or on television. Each week, they will also construct tables that show the scoring breakdown for their teams. I will also integrate fantasy sports worksheets into the game that dovetail with the math concepts that students are working on in class.

Thousands of students and parents are already playing fantasy sports together in classrooms throughout the country. This unit will be more fun if you are involved. Your participation would also serve to build community within our school, and the friendly spirit of competition would be enjoyable for all.

Your student will be bringing home a draft page to select their initial players for our league.  Parents and siblings are more than welcome to participate by helping their math student with their draft.  The draft is based on a set spending limit of $65,000,000 so you do not have to worry about what players other students will draft.  Eventually we will allow trading players among students.  Each week, we will post students’ scores in my classroom and online.

I hope you are excited as I am about using fantasy sports to facilitate learning. Sports statistics represent real-life data that has meaning for students. Fantasy sports helps students to make connections between math at school and math in the real world. Research indicates that learning is facilitated when these connections are made. If you want more information about the fantasy sports programs we will use, you can visit www.fantasysportsmath.com.

We also invite your family to our draft party at school.  This will be a time to ask questions, research your students’ team online, and complete the draft form. 

FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT PARTY

DURHAM INTERMEDIATE COMPUTER LAB

SEPTEMBER 3, 2009

5:00-7:00pm

Sincerely,
Chris Underwood
MR. UNDERWOOD’S MATH PARENTS
Looking for a way to help our class?

Think you know your football players?

Adrian Peterson or Michael Turner?

Larry Fitzgerald or Andre Johnson?

Drew Brees or Peyton Manning?

Want to be a participant in our fantasy football game?
First, you are more than welcome to help your student with their player picks.  In addition, we would like for you to play in our: 
Parent and Teacher League
Parent Entry Fee: $10  

(Your entry helps to pay for the weekly and grand prizes for our student champions.  These would include things like football cards and small trophies.)

Turn in your draft before the first game, September 10, and you will be all set.  Make sure you have read all the rules about making your picks.  Each week our students will compute your score and update your won-loss record.  All the work is done for you!  You can check your status (as well as download the draft file) at any time online at:
http://mrunderwood.com
Email your picks (the whole Excel file) to: underwoc@cisdmail.com
Thank you!
Chris Underwood
Websites that might be helpful during our Fantasy Football League:

THE HOMEPAGE FOR FANTASY SPORTS IN MATH

To get weekly football statistics:  www.fantasysportsmath.com  
Click on Get Football Stats

All kinds of NFL statistics:

ESPN
sports.espn.go.com/nfl/index
CBS

www.sportsline.com/nfl 

FOX

msn.foxsports.com/nfl
NFL.com

www.nfl.com
FANTASY FOOTBALL RULES & REGULATIONS
Mr. Underwood’s Math Classes

2009-2010
Draft Rules:

1.  You have $65,000,000 to draft your team.  You may not go over this amount and you must spend at least $55,000,000.

2.  You have 13 core players (quarterbacks, running backs, wide receivers/tight ends).  You may not select more than 2 of these players from any single NFL team.  For example, you can select 2 Dallas Cowboys, but not 3.
3.  You may pick any player or team for the specials section (repeated teams are permitted).
4.  You must fill all 13 core draft positions (3 QB’s, 4 RB’s, and 6 WR/TE’s) and all 6 specials draft positions (2 K, 2 DEF, 2 Special Teams).
5.  You are responsible for looking at Bye Weeks and making sure you have enough players to play each week.

How To Complete the Draft Form:

1.  Look up the players you wish to draft by position using the bottom tabs.

2.  To pick a player type in their number in the yellow column.  All other columns will fill in automatically.

3.  Your cash balance will be automatically updated.
4.  Once your picks are complete they must be sent to Mr. Underwood electronically at underwoc@cisdmail.com.
IMPORTANT:  All student entries must be turned in between September 3 at 5:00pm and September 4 at 5:00pm.
Scoring System:
The scoring system is listed on your draft form as well as your weekly scoring page.

Trades/Replacements:

Trades or replacements may only be made after Week 6 and before Week 7 of the season.  More details about trades and replacements as the week arrives.
FANTASY FOOTBALL PLAYOFF RULES & REGULATIONS
Mr. Underwood’s Math Classes

2009-2010
1.  The fantasy football regular season will end after Week 13.

2.  In each league the top 8 teams advance to the playoffs.

3.  Each division champion automatically advances to the playoffs and will be the #1 and #2 seed.  In addition, the players with the next highest records will advance to complete our field of 8.  Ties will be broken based on total points.

4.  Teams will be seeded 1 through 8.

Playoffs Week 1 (Week 14) - Quarterfinals
Player #1 will play against Player #8 and so on.  The winners advance to the Playoffs Week 2 Championship Games.

Playoffs Week 2 (Week 15) - Semifinals
The remaining 4 teams in the bracket play against each other.  The two winners advance to the Super Bowl.
Playoffs Week 3 (Week 16) - Super Bowl
The final 2 teams in each league compete in the Fantasy Football Super Bowl.  The player with the highest score will be crowned the Grand Champion of Fantasy Football 2009-2010.  

